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               Sundays 
 

8:30 Unprogrammed Worship 

9:30 First Day School 

10:30 Fellowship 

11:00 Meeting for Worship 

 

 

Monthly Meeting: 1:00 on the 

fourth Sunday of the month 

3151 Reynolda Road 

Winston-Salem, NC 27106 

           336-725-8801 

http://w-sFriendsMeeting.net 

e-mail:  wsfm@bellsouth.net 

 

I was 16 years when I attended meeting or worship for the first 
time.  Also present were a woman marathon runner, several 
professors, an ancient colonel from World War I, and a man 
who spoke Navajo and his poet wife.  Not all were vegetarians 
or tax resisters.  Not all the men had been conscientious 
objectors.  All were white middle class people who tried not to 
be a part of the problems of 1968, but there was only some 
general agreement on how to be part of the solution.   
      Now, 38 years later as I travel among Friends as a teacher, I 
still see this odd collection of people who don’t quite fit any 
description except that maybe they still want to be part of the 
solution to suffering in the world.   
      What are Friends called to do today?  I find the answers as 
numerous as the various ways that Friends live their lives.  On 
the one hand, there are the passions---the conscious, deliberate 
decisions and actions Friends take in their work and living.  On 
the other hand, there are the inward, spiritual practices that 
deepen over time.  Both influence the ways our lives contribute 
to society and help us identify the problems and the solutions.    
      Personally, I see a large, open classroom called Life on Earth, 
and the shelves are full of the various learning materials.  Some 
of us choose the books, some the blocks, some the math 
materials, and others are dancing with scarves on the round rug 
near the blackboard.  We choose according to what catches our 
eye and our heart, making each choice not only valid, but 
important. 
      We are called as watercolors are called across a page; not a 
simple, straight line nor one shape, but many colors with 
different densities of light and overlapping pigment, rarely tidy.   
 

 

       A Call to Spiritual Discipline 

 

       May 2014 

  continued on page 2 

May Facing Bench: 

 

May 4 – Mary Simmons 

May 11 – Sandra Winters 

May 18 – John Fallen 

May 25 – Zana Cranfill  

 

 

May Greeters: 

 

May 4 – Mary Bond 

May 11 – Jessica Williams 

May 18– Doris Cain 

May 26 – Sandra Winters 

 

 

 

May Coffee Makers: 

 

May 4 – John Fallen 

May 11 – Sue Ann Raring 

May 18 - Mary Bond 

May 25 –Vanessa  McLain 

Query of the Month:   
   Do you reflect often upon the root causes of war and 

inequality, and do you follow where God leads you in 

addressing these causes?  Do you seek God’s guidance in 

doing what you can do to order the universe so that the needs 

of all can be met? 

http://w-sfriendsmeeting.net/
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And so it is that the meat-eaters and the vegetarians work for social justice.  The old 
and the young work against war.  And men and women work against sexism, racism, 
and homophobia among some Friends (and maybe not so much among other Friends). 
      Lately, I see fatigue among Friends in trying to sort out what is true.  Can it be that 
the United States needs a law to protect US military personnel from prosecution for 
torture?  Is what political leaders say true, and why are their messages reported in the 
media without the background or history to show they are not true?  There is fatigue 
from witnessing the grand theft of the treasury while the basic needs of the people 
increasingly go unmet.  Yes, we see and feel the outrage among ourselves and we work 
locally as best we can, but our tax dollars continue to support the disasters taking place 
in the halls of power. 
      Friend today are called to put out so many fires of injustice, cruelty, militarism, and 
poverty; it may be that we haven’t been so busy since the days of King Charles and 
Cromwell.  If this is so, than Friends should be called to greater spiritual disciplines 
than ever before----spiritual disciplines because the crux of our faith is to listen for the 
Divine message and act upon it.    
    We need:  silence to listen for the Divine, rest and nurture to clearly receive the Light, 
stillness to feel our humility, comfort to offer our best effort, strength for the long haul, 
and love of life to see beauty while surrounded by pain.   
      What are Friends called to do?  To be good Friends and to become better Friends, 
especially at times when the worst potential of human nature is yet again being 
realized and spreading here at home.   
         

                                                                                 John Calvi (2007) 
 

continued from page 1 

Peace and Social Concerns:   
 
Thanks to all of you who worked before, during and after the 
Earth Fair on April 26!   We had lots of people stop by our 
booth and collect things and meet us! 
 
Also, please remember to buy your books for the Old Town 
Book Drive and /or contribute for the buying of books.  The 
bin has only been out in the hallway for about a week, and we 
need to fill it by the last week in May with kindergarten books! 
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Did you know … 
 
   That in the Minutes book of the Five 
Years Meeting (now FUM) of 1912, on page 
157 under the section entitled The Report of the 
Evangelistic and Church Extension Board is the 
following: 
 
   “During the last year North Carolina Yearly 
Meeting requested the Board to aid them in 
starting a church in Winston, NC, which was 
done under the able leadership of David E. 
Sampson and his wife.  The work has proven 
very satisfactory.” 
 
   In the same Minutes book, responses to 
questions were tabulated on yearly meeting 
statistics, some of those from NC following:   
 

 Total membership:  7,053  (12% 
increase over the previous year) 

 Full-time pastors:  4 (3 men, 1 
woman) 

 Average annual pastor compensation: 
$700 

 General Superintendent:  none 
 Assessment to Five Years Meeting:  

$.75 per 100 members (Total: $52.89) 
 
 
   James Wood of New York Yearly Meeting was 
Clerk, and Lewis Lyndon Hobbs of North 
Carolina was Assistant Clerk.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            

 
Monthly Meeting for worship, business and 

concerns met on April 27
th

 and approved the 

following items: 

 

 The minutes of the last meeting, with two 

changes. 

 

 Updating of the website as presented.  

 

 A $300 honorarium for the person 

looking over the bookkeeping in May. 

 

 Membership for Vanessa McClain. 

 

 A grant application from Food Pantry for 

a matching amount of money to improve 

the Food Pantry space and shelving.  

 

 Sending revised policies back to 

Coordinating Committee since some 

books were incomplete.   

 

 Designating May 4 as Peace Sunday, as 

recommended by North Carolina Yearly 
Meeting Peace and Social Issues 

Committee.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The Book Club will meet on Friday, 

May 16th, at 6:30 pm in the parlor.   We 

have discovered we have varied interests 

in reading, so we will be reading a book 

of our choice and discussing “our” book 

with others.  Come and learn about new 

books you might like to read, or just 

enjoy the fellowship and conversation!   

 

    Tact is the rare 

 ability to keep silent 

    while two friends   

    argue and all the  

  time you know they 

    both are wrong.  
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 Friends United Meeting statement 
on capital punishment: 
 

      We oppose capital punishment 
because it violates the gospel we 
proclaim, and promotes the evils of 
vengeance and injustice through the 
agencies of government intended to 
advance righteousness and justice.  
We believe the Christian way to deal 
with crime is to seek the redemption 
and rehabilitation of the offender, 
promote penal reform and work 
more diligently at the task of 
preventing crime.  
 
   As capital punishment is 
abolished, we recognize that society 
must be protected against release 
from prison of those unredeemed 
spiritual life, or whose condition of 
physical and mental health, would 
endanger others.   
 
   We look with favor upon the 
renewed efforts in our time to 
abolish capital punishment, urge 
our members individually, and our 
Monthly and Yearly Meetings to 
unite with others in the task for 
removing the death penalty from the 
statute books of the various states, 
provinces and central or federal 
governments, and the United 
Nations.  
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 FCNL statement on capital punishment: 

 
   The objective of criminal laws and the 
criminal justice system should be to promote 
fair and equitable dealings among 
individuals in society, to prevent violence 
and destruction, and to be restorative.  We 
recommend: 

 Effective policies and programs for 
prevention and responses to juvenile 
delinquency and crime.  

 Full legal services provided by 
government for those who need them 
but cannot afford them. 

 Reconciliation between criminal and 
victim whenever appropriate.  

 Investment in basic and higher 
education, training, drug treatment, 
employment development, and 
economic oppor-tunities, for both 
crime prevention and rehabilitation of 
offenders.  

 Enforcement of laws against white 
collar crimes with the same degree of 
vigor as the enforcement of other 
criminal laws.  

 Review and correction of law-
enforcement and sentencing practices 
that result in dispropor-tionate 
sentences for members of different 
racial, ethnic, and economic groups.  

 Using the strengths of the health and 
educational systems, rather than the 
punitive criminal justice process, for 
responses to and treatment of drug 
use.   

   We seek abolition of capital 
punishment because it violates the 
sacredness of human life and our belief 
in the human capacity for change.   
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  May Short-Term Programs 
 
              May 9 - 11, 2014 
 
          A Language for the Inward   
                        Landscape 
 
Bryan Drayton and Fran Taber explore the 
language of the inward spiritual experience 
of Friends and use it to help gain new 
awareness concerning our own spiritual 
lives, the lives of our Meetings, and our 
ministry.  
 
 

                 May 11 - 15, 2014 
 
       In the Life and Power of God 
 
Marcelle Martin examines ten elements of  
our spiritual journeys today.  Are we, too, 
called, as were early Friends, to give 
ourselves and our lives whole-heartedly for 
God’s purposes?   
 
 

             May 30  - June 1, 2014 
 
          The Goodness Workshop 
 
John Calvi, a favorite leader at Pendle Hill, 
helps Friends to slow down, pause to 
gather a deeper sense of our own 
goodness, and experience deeper spiritual 
connection, greater awareness of our life 
path, and deep relaxation of body and 
mind.   

 On the Fridays in February, the Food 

Pantry served 114 households and 463 

individuals.  The Thrift Shop sold 

$697.98 in goods.  We have the new 

freezer in place and have applied for a 

new matching grant for improvements to 

the space. 

 

  We can always use more  
           volunteers! 

N
C

Y
M

 

Some news from North Carolina Yearly 

Meeting: 

 

John Muhanji will be visiting NC in May, 

from the 13 to the 16, and from the 18
 
to the 

23.  John is from East Africa, and has been to 

Winston-Salem Friends Meeting before; he 

teaches leadership workshops and helps 

Meetings that are facing conflicts in many part 

of Kenya.  He also regularly offers support and 

counsel to mission areas in Uganda, Tanzania, 

and the Congo.   

 

A Married People’s Conference will be held 

at Poplar Ridge Friends Meeting on May 16 

and 17.  

 

 A small group from Friends Disaster Service 

arrived at a location near Aurora, NC to begin 

a new home after one was damaged in a storm.  

They completed the floor on Friday, got the 

trusses up on Saturday, and left as the main 

Friends Disaster Group arrived on Sunday to 

finish the house.   
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 May Birthdays 
 
2 – Bill Adams 

3 – Joel Wooten 

12 – Kathy Adams 

15 – Maggie Adams 

17 – Gary Silverstein 

27 – George Bright, John Bright 

29 – Shirley Adams 

 

May Anniversaries 
 

Steve Beese and Sandra Winters    May 2, 1986 

Kevin and Melissa Baker               May 4, 1996 

Bill and Nita Smith                       May 11, 1980 

Sam and Shirley Adams               May 25, 1957 
 

 We call ourselves Quakers, or members of the 

Religious Society of Friends.  What does that mean?  

This section provides us with writings from well-

recognized Friends as food for thought.  

 

   Thus lying in the wilderness and looking at the stars, I 

was led to contemplate the condition of our first parents 

when they were sent forth from the garden, and 

considered that they had no house, no tools for 

business, no garments but what their Creator gave 

them, no vessels for use, nor any fire to cook roots or 

herbs.  But the Almighty, though they had been 

disobedient, was a father to them; way opened in 

process of time for all the conveniences of life.  

 

    John Woolman, 1757 

 

Winston-Salem Friends Meeting 
3151 Reynolda Road 

Winston-Salem, NC 
27106 

 

 


