
THE WINSTON-SALEM FRIEND         A PEACE CHURCH 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Friendly Philosopher…. 

Lately I've been doing a little research on the names of the 

months of the year. And if you haven't noticed by now, we've 

reached the third month March, on what we like to refer to as 

2015. Now being a good Quaker intellectual with not a lot going 
on at the moment, I decided to see how March got its name.  

And with deliberate searching in the pages of Wikipedia 

uncovered, March more than another month is the most anti-

Quaker month! Why? It is named for the Roman God of Mars, 
the God of War and Agriculture (funny mix there), which both 

sorta begin in March. It was at that time the armies would begin 

to form after the winter lull, along with the local farm in Italy 

and Greece beginning to stir after a winter's rest. There was a 
big festival celebrating him at the beginning of March, which 

was for Latins was the beginning of the year. In fact up until the 

18th Century, March was always considered the first month. 

That's why a month like September (the seventh month) is not 
November (the ninth month). 

After doing a little more research I saw that all the months had 

such origins. July is named after the Roman General Julius 

Caesar. August after his nephew Augustus and must I get into 

the details of January, April, and May, all named after Roman 
Gods or festivals, mispronounced from their original Latin into a 

butchered old German. It was a little mystifying to me. Why did 

we keep these names? I know of no one who cares that much 

about Janus or Abril, much less would like to devote a whole 
month to them. Why hang on to a fairly useless names, devoted 

when you scratch the surface to some pretty miserable folks and 

goddesses? 

The first friends didn't. They got rid of them. March became the 
1st month and April 2nd and so on. The same with the days of 

the week starting with “Sun”day becoming 1st day. They saw 

days of the week and months of year named after pagan gods 

and they were having none of it. And poof they were gone. Or 

were they? 

The problem with early Friends, is that they would take away 

months or days, take away Christmas or Lent, and replace it 

with... nothing. Every day holy, every day exactly like the next. 

And it got to be, well... boring. So boring in fact that somewhere 
along the way, most Friends even stopped using them and 

returned to the old names. It's true you can find some dusty old 

minutes with the numbered names upon them, but for the most 

part we talk just like everybody else.  

But it makes me wonder if instead of giving us numbers they 

had gone a different route and named the months after Quaker 
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Sundays 

 
8:30 Unprogrammed Worship 

9:30 First Day School 

10:30 Fellowship 

11:00 Meeting for Worship 
 

 

Monthly Meeting: 1:00 on the 

fourth Sunday of the month 

Queries of the Month:  Are you aware of the gifts that you have 

been given?  Do you strive to use these gifts and talents to the 

service of your fellow human beings and in the service of God? 

             Continued on Page 2 
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Nicole Bowen has received a full scholarship from Fayetteville State College!  Congratulations, 

Nicole!! 

 

Karen Sapsay was named Employee of the Year for 2014 at Walmart Express on Hickory Tree Road, 

and was named Employee of the Month for January, 2015.  Congratulations, Karen!! 

 

Alfonz Zsiga now has a job!  Way to go, Alfonz! 

The problem with early Friends, is that they would take away months or days, take away 
Christmas or Lent, and replace it with... nothing. Every day holy, every day exactly like the next. 

And it got to be, well... boring. So boring in fact that somewhere along the way, most Friends 

even stopped using them and returned to the old names. It's true you can find some dusty old 

minutes with the numbered names upon them, but for the most part we talk just like everybody 
else.  

But it makes me wonder if instead of giving us numbers they had gone a different route and 

named the months after Quaker testimonies. Maybe make January, Peace Month cause in the 

middle of winter, nobody wants war. Make February Simplicity, because it only has 28 days 
anyway. March can be Equality and April Ecology, that way we get two E's out of the way. June 

is a good month for Community, while July just seems ripe for Compassion. I know we will need 

to get to Integrity, but since I'm still trying to figure that one out, why not make that one later, 

sometime after the harvest, when we have time for contemplation. We could have a month for 
silence, another for the Inner Light, and perhaps we can even throw in a day for John Woolman 

and Mary Dyer, if we seem to be running out of testimonies. 

I had just about mapped it all out; developed my own calendar, when I asked myself this 

question. What are you doing? Don't you know people are going to always use the old names, 

it's what we do. People will never call January, the month of Peace or February Simplicity. It's a 
tradition, and we hold onto our traditions as if holding onto our very lives. So with a reluctance I 

put down my pen and had to say with a sigh.  

Happy March! Now let us watch the Spring winds come as winter winds toward an end.  
 

 

                                                                                                                                                              Philip Raines 
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   The Book Club invites all members and 

attenders that are interested in reading and 

books to come and fellowship with us, 

discussing the book we have read, and 

others that interest us.  

 

   Our next meeting is Friday, March 20
th

 at 

6:30 pm.  We cancelled in February due to 

weather; so we are still reading  Jon Katz’ 

Saving Simon. 

 

   Please join us whether you have read this 

book or not.  We would love your 

participation!  
 

 

BOOK CLUB 

Monthly Meeting Approval  Items 

Monthly Meeting for worship, business and 

concerns met on February 22
nd

 and approved 

the following items: 

 

 The minutes of the January meeting. 

 The Coordinating Committee’s 
recommendations for Nominating 

Committee postions; Sara Nutter for the 

2015 year (one year), and Grace Downs 

and Sue Ann Raring for the 2017 slots 

(three years). 

 Zana Cranfill as our representative to 
Representative Body on March 7

th
.  

 Carolyn McPherson as our 
representative to NGQM on April 12

th
.  

 The use of the Meetinghouse and 

Fellowship Hall today, February 22
nd

, 

for the funeral and reception of Jane 

Ballus. 

 

    We also recorded the death of member 

Clifton “Junior” Williams in Florida, in May of 

2014, and noted the death of former member 

Jane Ott Ballus on February 18, 2015. 

       Nelson/Radcliffe 

           Circle News 
 

   The Circle met and paid the Green 

Sheet for February, March, and April; 

they gave $100 toward social concerns 

in Cuba, East Africa, and Kenya; $100 

toward funds in Ramallah, Kenya, 

Belize, and the ACFIA Indian Center; 

and $100 to Christian Service mission in 

Kenya and Ramallah.   

 

   These ladies keep up with their 

missions!! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All involved members and attenders can benefit by understanding what work the committees do to keep 

the Meeting operating, and by knowing which persons put work into these committees.  This month we 

will highlight the Christian Education Committee and the jobs relevant to this group. 

 

The current Christian Education Committee includes: 

 

Caroline Baker 

Jane Bullin 

Doris Cain 

Janis Overlock-Zsiga 

Michael Zsiga 

 

 

The Christian Education Committee meets on a need-to-meet basis.  Its duties follow: 

 

 I.     Review curriculum and materials for the children’s Sunday School classes and the Children’s  

                    Church, insuring that they remain Quaker and Christian centered.  Evaluate the educational  

                    program periodically and make adjustments when needed or requested.  

 

 II.    Submit orders for educational materials as requested by Sunday School leaders to the office  

                    for fulfillment.  

 

 III.   Recruit Sunday School leaders, nursery, and youth workers. 

 

 IV.   Keep the Meeting informed about North Carolina Yearly Meeting’s  Christian Education 

                    programs.  

 

 V.    Supervise and maintain the decoration of bulletin boards. 

 

 VI.   Give Bibles to children at the completion of their third grade year. 

 

 VII.   Recognize all graduates with a Quaker-centered book.  

 

 VIII.   Plan and implement special programs such as Vacation Bible School, children’s Christmas  

                       pageants, etc.  

  

 

 

Next time you see a member of this committee, please thank them!  They are our strongest 
supporters for children and education! 



  

Friends Center's spring Quaker Renewal Program program is an examination of the *Richmond 

Declaration of Faith*.  This document has been very much the center of our discussion these past 

months, as well as discussions within the Yearly Meeting, so we thought a three-part series exploring 

different aspects of the Declaration was in order.   Here is the program: 
 
 

                                          March 26, 2015:   "Why was the Conference called?" 
 

                  Gwen Gosney Erickson, Friends Historical Collection Librarian and 

Archivist, will lead this evening’s program.  She will share about the context and 

key players - backgrounds and interconnections.    Also, Gwen will help us 

understand who participated from North Carolina and other yearly meetings. 
  

                        April 2, "A word or two about the theology of the Declaration" 
 

                  Chuck Fager, theologian, researcher, and writer, former Director of 

Fayetteville Quaker House will help us explore the theology of the Declaration 

and issues the statement(s) we’re addressing. 
  
                        April 9, "Moving forward with and from the Declaration" 
 

Frank Massey, pastor and campus ministry at Guilford College, and MaxCarter, 

Director of Friends Center and Campus Ministry Director, willfaciliate our 

discussion this evening.  How was the Declaration was received at the 

time?  How might the Richmond Declaration serve as a resource, and as a 

historical document, as we move into the future. 
 
  

                                      To be held at Jamestown Friends Meeting 

                                                       7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
  

Refreshments provided! 

 

 

 Registration $10 

 RSVP to fmassey@guilford.edu 

  
  
 
 



 

 

  

 

God said, “I Am who I Am.” 
 

Do I give it much thought when I say, 
“I am”? 

When I use the words, “I am”  
I connect with my highest thoughts. 

When I declare I am worthy, capable, healthy, 
I activate these qualities within me. 

 
The “I Am” is God in me, 

so I speak with positive, affirmative 
statements, 

and I declare my oneness  
with God. 

 
God said to Moses,  

“I AM WHO I AM.” 
The “I Am” in God is me. 

 



 

 

 

 

  We call ourselves Quakers, or members of the 

Religious Society of Friends.  What does that 

mean?  This section provides us with writings 

from well-recognized Friends as food for 

thought.  

 

   “He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; 

and what the Lord doth require of thee,” not by 

outward, but by his inward, divine law, “but to 

do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 

humbly with thy God.” 

   This is the sum and substance of all true 

religion and worship, and needs not the 

continuance of any outward elementary 

washings or eatings or drinkings; but opens to 

the necessity of our drinking at that spiritual 

river, the steams whereof make glad the whole 

heritage of God.  For those that drink thereof 

will never thirst again, at least for the water of 

any other stream.  

  
                                   Elias Hicks, 1814 

    

 
March Birthdays 
 
6 – Michael Rose 

8 – Gene Bond 

9 – Judith Dancy 

10 – Eric Rose 

14 – Sarah Smith 

21 – Stan Nutter 

24 – Lee Finklea 

 

 

March Anniversaries 
 
Jack and Jerry Putnam           March 21, 1948 

Sara and Stan Nutter            March 29, 1987 

                    

 

 

 


